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Message from Shane R
District Committee Member

Serving Pierce, Pepin, Buffalo, Eau Claire and Trempealeau & parts of Saint Croix, Dunn Chippewa counties

Step 3: "Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood him."

MONTHLY DISTRICT MEETING
Second Wednesday, 6:45 p.m.

All are welcome!
***ONLINE ONLY***

Zoom ID: 829 0126 1204
Password: district05

Get an email subscription!
Send an email to:
newsletter@district05.org
with your email address

Keep the 7th Tradition Alive!
Support our district with cash or
check . Mail checks to:
District 05, PO Box 1902
Eau Claire, WI 54702
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D I S T R I C T  0 5  O F  A R E A  7 4  A L C O H O L I C S  A N O N Y M O U S

THE SECRETARY RECORDS,  KEEPS,  AND
DISTRIBUTES THE MINUTES OF ALL DISTRICT G.S .R.

MEETINGS.  THE SECRETARY MAINTAINS DISTRICT
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR G.S .R.S ,

DISTRICT OFFICERS,  COMMITTEE CHAIRS,  AND
AREA DELEGATE.

THIS TWO YEAR,  ROTATING POSITION COMES
WITH A SUGGESTED TWO YEAR MINIMUM

SOBRIETY REQUIREMENT.  THIS POSITION IS OPEN
IMMEDIATELY AND EXPIRES DECEMBER 31,  2023.  

THE DISTRICT WILL ELECT A SECRETARY BY
MAJORITY VOTE.  NOMINEES SHOULD BE PRESENT

AT THE DISTRICT MEETING TO CONFIRM
ACCEPTANCE OF THE NOMINATION.

INTERESTED PERSONS SHOULD CONTACT:
SHANE R,  DCM
(715)  379-3688

DCM@DISTRICT05.ORG

  
 

 Looking For: 

 District Secretary

Hello District 5,

One of my new year's resolutions was to make use of an AA service the DCMs have access to:
Fellowship Connection. I never received an orientation or information about what this is when I
became DCM, but my understanding is that it is AA's database of all registered groups. I am able to
pull a report of all groups in District 5 listed as active, along with that group's contact information. With
this information, I am able to fulfill one of my duties of connecting with all the groups in District 5.

This past month I have been making phone calls and sending emails to determine if groups are still
meeting, if the contact information is correct, and verifying that theMeeting Guide App is correct. The
idea of physically getting to every single group in District 5 seemed overwhelming - this is much more
manageable and realistic for me. I felt somewhat defeated in this task but am feeling better now that
I am able to make progress with this.

OurDistrictGSRsweregiven theagenda itemsandbackground information for theupcomingGeneral
Service Conference. They have been asked to bring this information back to their groups for
discussion, consideration, and to be prepared to participate at both the District and Area level at the
upcoming Delegate's Workshop and our next District meeting. If you have any questions regarding
this, please contact your group's GSR. You are welcome to contact me, too.

I've heard somepeople refer to theDistrict's plan to gohybrid beginning inMayof this year asa "rumor"
so I wanted to take a moment to remind everyone of the following:
The District voted in favor of this in 2022.
The 2023 budget was created with funds allocated for purchasing hybrid equipment,
Hybridmeetingswill begin inMayat theMenomonieLeisureCenter. Thevirtual componentwill
be on Zoom with the same login information as we currently use.

We look forward to getting together in person again and hope to see you there!

Shane R, DCM
dcm@district05.org

mailto:dcm@district05.org
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Tradition 3: "The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking."

Member Share on Step Three - Taylor H.

“Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood
Him”

Like most of the steps (and generally most every aspect of my life), I have a tendency to over
complicate things. I suspect you readers may understand. When first reading this step and working
through it with my sponsor, I thought I needed to make a grand gesture towards my conceptualized
idea of a higher power and proudly proclaim, “I’M READY!”

But first: Did I really trust my version of God could help? Did I REALLY believe it was possible for
me to turn it all over to Him? This was my dilemma. At this point in my journey to sobriety, I had
been fortunate enough to have the gift of desperation. I WAS ready. But believing that a creator or
God could fix everything as long as I turned it over to Him was a surprisingly hard shot of liquor to
swallow.

Growing up, my family and I participated in a particular sect of Christianity that tainted my view of
God and I spent most of my alcoholic years cursing him. So how in the world was I going to back
and say, “Okay God, I was wrong. Here I am. Fix me. Do with me what you will.”

“But the ex-problem drinker who has found this solution, who is properly armed with facts about
himself, can generally win the entire confidence of another alcoholic in a few hours.”

For me…and most of us I believe, it started with strong sponsorship. I had chosen a man who I
believed had been just as bad as me, who had somehow beat this thing, and was living a “mostly”
well-adjusted life. The way he explained the step was that even if I didn’t feel like I could make a
devout declaration to God…was I willing to believe in the possibility that if I took this step, I would be
OKAY. The same way, part of me believed God didn’t exist, wasn’t it also then possible that He did?
To my great relief, it wasn’t so black and white.

I often hear people explain this step as, “Are you willing to do the rest of the steps?” and that always
resonated with me.Willingness was key. I was willing enough to believe that it was within reason,
mathematical probability, that if I was willing to turn it over to Him, I would be okay. However, that
looked. That I would be given the strength to lick my alcoholism. So, I said the third step prayer and
moved on to the steps.

Step 3’s application happens for me on a daily basis now. There were two parts to the step. The
initial “decision” and a decision I make every day to trust that something out there has been
conspiring for me whether I believe it exists or not. And so far, that believe and decision has served
me well.

-Taylor

http://www.district05.org/calendar/
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Concept III: "To insure effective leadership, we should endow each element of A.A.—the Conference, the General
Service Board and its service corporations, staffs, committees, and executives—with a traditional “Right of Decision"

District Calendar Click Here

http://www.district05.org/calendar/
http://www.district05.org/calendar/
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Step 3: "Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood him."

 

Western Wisconsin  
Traveling Open Speaker Meeting 

 

at Hope Lutheran Church 
NE corner of Eddy Lane & Starr Avenue 
(3 blocks west of Hwy 53 on Eddy Lane) 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2023 
 

Workshop,  Potluck Supper (bring a dish to pass!) 
& Open Speaker Meeting 

 

Hosted by the Northside Group & Hope Come Together 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

2:00 pm Workshop: The Home Group 
5:30 pm Potluck Supper 
7:00 pm Al-Anon Speaker 
8:00 pm AA Speaker 
 
Al-Anon Speaker: Kathy B from Eau Claire, WI 
 

AA Speaker: Mark Z from Eau Claire, WI 
 
Contact Randy D, 715-215-1289 for potluck info 
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Eleva  Step  Group  Annual  Western WI. 
Traveling Potluck & Open Speaker Meeting 

 

Saturday April 15, 2023 

Save the date- details to be announced later!! 

•  Potluck Supper and Fellowship at Eleva Lutheran Church 
•  50533 S. 2nd St. (one block west of HWY 93 on W. Pine St.) 
•  Hot Beef sandwiches will be provided  
•     ***     Please bring a dish to pass!    ***  

 

                              Schedule of Events 
 

   3:30 PM - 4:30 PM    AA Panel / Workshop Sponsored by District 05 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM    Social Hour 

   5 PM         Potluck Supper 

                                           6 PM         Al-Anon Speaker:    

                             7 PM         AA Speaker:    

 

                    
              

 

For more information:   Contact Dennis Turner  (715-318-3397) 


